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Unit 174 Election Sectional  

April 1-3 ï No Studio Games 

 
 The Studio will be closed April 1-3 for the Unitôs 
Election Sectional.  Hereôs a link to the flyer that tells 
all about the tournament: 
http://www.acblunit174.org/Flyers/April_2011.htm. 
 The tournament is a great way to pick up those 
silver points, and itôs also important to vote for the Unit 
174 Board.  The results will be announced on Sunday 
at the tournament.  Here is a link to a flyer that 
introduces all the candidates: 
http://www.acblunit174.org/Flyers/2011_Election.html 
 Thanks to all who serve on the Unit Board and all 
who have agreed to serve if elected. 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday 0 -20  

Noregar and Slaughter Win the First Game 
 

 After finishing up an 8-week introductory class, 
Terry Currieôs students shared lunch and then 
inaugurated The Studioôs Wednesday afternoon 0-20 
game.  Suzanne Noregar and Marilyn Slaughter topped 
the field. 
 

 
Marilyn Slaughter, Suzanne Noregar (both standing), 

Troy Carr, and Jane Moye at the 0-20 game. 

 

 March MP Leaders  

Top Winners at The Studio: 
 

0-49er 
1. Jim Goodale ï 5.23 
2. Carole Samuels ï 3.42 
3. Katherine McClure ï 3.35 
4. Alice Heckeroth ï 3.32 

0-299er 
1. Kyle Leuders ï 7.06 
2. Ben Ball ï 5.92 
3. Lee Levit ï 5.45 
4. Alick Einav ï 5.31 

Open 
1. Mary Pat Gentry ï 17.65 
2 Fred Feigley ï 16.84 
3 David Henke ï 14.82 
4 Lynn Shapiro ï 13.00 

 
 

http://www.acblunit174.org/Flyers/April_2011.htm
http://www.acblunit174.org/Flyers/2011_Election.html
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Teacher Tip #2  

A bit of bridge advice from Shawn Quinn 

 

Plan Your Play 
 
Rather than just running and drawing trump at your first opportunity, it may be better to use the entries in the 
trump suit for transportation to set up side suits. 
 

 ©A7 

8̈65 

§AT854 

¦K86 

 

©2 

Q̈JT43 

§K72 

¦Q972 
 

©653 

9̈72 

§QJ96 

¦T43 

 ©KQJT984 

ÄK 

§3 

¦AJ5 

 

 
Step 1 -- ALWAYS count your tricks. 
 
Playing in 7ǂ, you receive a heart lead.  You have seven spade tricks, two hearts a diamond and two clubs 
for twelve tricks.   

 
Step 2 -- Plan your play. 

You can make the hand if the club finesse works, but you can give yourself an additional chance by setting 
up the fifth diamond. If the suit breaks 4-3, this improves your chances from 50% to 81%!.   

 
Step 3 -- Plan your entries. 

You will need to ruff three diamonds and then get back to the suit to cash the last diamond.  (There are also 
squeeze possibilities, but that is for another time).  That means you need four entries to dummy.  The 
diamond ace is one (you need to use this entry first).  You have two entries in the trump suit if you inspect 
the spot cards.  And one entry with the king of clubs. 
 

Step 4 ï Carry out your plan. 
Win the heart Ace.  Diamond to the Ace.  Diamond ruff high.  Spade 4 to the 7, diamond ruff.  Spade to the 
Ace and the last diamond ruff.  Finish drawing trumps, and you can cross to the club king to cash the last 
diamond and pitch your club loser.   

           Good luck at the tables! 

                 Shawn 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Shawn has won 3 World Championships and 22 National 
Championships.  She is a World Grand Master and an ACBL Grand 
Life Master, as well as an ACBL accredited director and teacher. 
 She is teaching a 4-session class focusing on competitive bidding, 
play, and defense that begins April 7

th
.  Check out more details on 

page 8. 
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Swiss with a Little Swagger  

The Sunday Swiss game always has a special 
spark to it! 
 

 
 

Some of the Sunday Swiss crew: Steve Tuggle, Anna 
Marlatt, Shirley McKee, and Joyce Park. 

 

 
 

More of the Sunday regulars:  standing are Lucy Terrill 
and Gary Hercules; seated are David Wickes and  

Cheri Staples. 
 

 
 

Carol Wilson is everyoneôs favorite cook on Sundays.  
The wonderful treats she brings add to the party 

atmosphere of the Swiss games. 
 
March 6th Bracket Winners:  

A:  Gary King, Anthony Bianchi, Joe Gittelman, 
Dianna Gittelman 
B:  Karen Nimmons, Paul Nimmons, Janice 
Sandberg, Eric Sandberg   

 
continued on page 10 

 

,
Congratulations!  

  
New Junior Masters: Bette Benton, Daniel Brents, 

Priscilla Brown, Jeanie Connell, Carolyn Durrett, 
Sharon Gerson, Carol Jewett, Mrs. Kyle Kirksey, 
Katherine McClure, Suzanne Suter, Lorita Tipton, 
and Janie Turner. 

New Club Masters: Bob Baker, Marc Beardsley, 
Elaine Brill, Shirley Christian, Susanne Dittman, 
Seth Fogarty, Janet Lipnick, Joe Moseley, Suzanne 
Musgrove, Anita Rothfuss, Jackie Rundstein, Ty 
Tien, Ellen Valentine, and Linda Windham.  

New Sectional Masters: Jan Delery, Barbara Frankel, 
Judy Gibson, Jeannette Goode, Carol Helms, 
Helen Hollis, Bob Naughton, Mrs. Roop Prasad, 
Raymond Prizler, Betty Ryan, Robert Shanley, 
Barbara Walker, Donna Watkins, and Mary Willis. 

New Regional Masters: John Cape, Renata Frutiger, 
Ira Garrison, Roxanne King, Susan Morrison, Lucy 
Nelson, Mark Oswald, and Anik Waters. 

New NABC Masters: Ben Ball, Donald Boyd, Connie 
Burnett, Dianne Foussac, Julio Gonzalez, Diane 
Jobin, Azam Kahn, Jeffrey Kroll, Gene Levy, Jo 
Ann Pierce, Patricia Pober, Tomi Porterfield, 
Carolyn Robertson, Susan Skiles, Susan Theiss, 
Gary Winston, and Shari Winston. 

New Life Masters: Raymond Alexanian, Karen Dittert, 
Ashim Ghosh, Thomas Hamilton, Johnell McKee, 
James Ochsner, and Richard Polunsky. 

New Bronze Life Masters: Raymond Alexanian, Sally 
Avery, Ginnie Crawford, Joe Everette, Gary 
Hercules, Evelyn James, Betty Jean Reeves, Rani 
Sachdev. 

New Silver Life Masters: Donna Hathorn, Kenneth 
Leahy, Carlos Pace, Frances Ryan, Giovana 
Spiker. 

New Gold Life Masters: Tom Jahnke, Bill Riley, and 
Donna Sparks. 

2010 Barry Crane Top 500 List:  Eddie Wold, Dan 
Morse, Bob Morris, John Zilic, Tom Peters, Tom 
Breed, Carolyn Peters, Gary King, Betty Starzec, 
Shawn Quinn, Carolyne Fox, Mary Pat Gentry, and 
Vic Sitton.     

 

 
New Life Master Karen Dittert 
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Eddie  and Bob õs 2/1  Class  

Lesson Draws a Packed House 
 
 On March 24

th
 Eddie Wold and Bob Morris split a 

big class into 2 parts ï one for newcomers to 2/1 and 
one where other top players could get advanced tips 
for experienced partnerships.   It was a great 
opportunity for both groups. 
 If you took the class but missed a handout, be 
sure to ask Bob or Eddie to send you one.  They are 
looking for suggestions for future seminars at The 
Studio ï hoping to offer one every month or so.  Let 
them know your ideas when you see them, or email 
Bob: bobat3333@yahoo.com.  
 

 
Carolyn Lanier, Betty Starzec, and Eddie ï waiting for 

the class to gather 
 

 
Vivian Cyprus, Lynn Luster, Joni Smith, and Janet 

Williams ï ready to learn 2/1 from a master 

Evelyn James:  Queen for a Day on April 8
th

 
  

Bette Magee and Lynn Luster are bringing a cake, 
and others will be bringing all sorts of goodies to the 
party.  What fun to celebrate a new Life Master, who also 
is now a Bronze LM!  Be sure to mark the date on your 
calendar!    

 

 

Tom Jahnke: King for a Day on April 21
st

 
  

Bring your A game, a smile and pat on the back for 
Tom, and maybe a snack to celebrate his becoming a 
Gold Life Master.  Be sure to save the date! 

 

 
 

Donna Sparks:  Queen for a Day on April 29
th

 
  

Fred Feigley is bringing a cake, and others will be 
bringing all sorts of goodies to the party.  Donna is 
now a Gold Life Master!  Plan to come and join in the 
celebration. 

Normaõs LM Party 

Friends Celebrate at The Studio  
 

 On March 11th, 22 tables of friends celebrated 
Norma Porterôs becoming a Life Master. 
 

 
 

Cathy Chen and Norma showed their ñgood 
partnerò smiles -- then won first in B and C in their 
section.                 continued on page 9 

mailto:bobat3333@yahoo.com
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Whoôs 
at the 

Table? 

Kathy Hughes likes  

 playing bridge 
 dealing blackjack 
 reading 
 spending time with grandchildren 
 travelling to tournaments with friends 
 gambling 

 
(Kathy started The Studioôs night Mentor/Mentee game 
and now heads up the day game.  Thanks, Kathy!) 
 

Ed Lilly likes  

 his family -- including his extended 
family in the bridge world 

 BRIDGE 
 solving puzzles: Suduko and  

Crosswords 
  audio books 

  dogs 

  scotch 

  writing limericks 

 

Diane Jobin likes 
 family - kids and grandkids 
 her (spoiled) 17-year-old cats, 

Ricky and Lucy 

 bridge  
 almost any game 
 American Idol and Glee 
 friends 
 her new toy, an Amazon Kindle 

(which implies reading) 
 Minnesota, California and Las 

Vegas 

Gordon Yee likes 
 bridge 
 Chinese checkers 
 Mahjong 
 billiards 
 photography 
 reading  
 Chinese cooking 
 ping pong 
 walking the dog 
 watching TV 
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Mentor/Mentee Games  

Frutiger and Lease Top the Day Field 
 

 Renata Frutiger and Bill Lease won overall in the A 
bracket of the Wednesday morning game.  Alice 
Heckeroth and Karen Tabak led the B group.  Linda 
Martenson and Liz Vondy were the top C pair. 
 

 
Kay Kennedy and Diane Jobin do all the work to get the 
night game organized ï 18 tables in March!  Way to go!  
 

Byrnes and Freitag Take Top Honors at Night 
 

 John Byrnes and Walter Freitag won overall in the 
A bracket of the night Mentor/Mentee game on March 
24

th
.  Paul Cuneo and Thomas Martinsen won overall in 

B.  Art Desmond and Judith Busby led the field in C. 
 

 
John Byrnes and Walter Freitag won in A, 

 

 
Thomas Martinsen and Paul Cuneo were 1

st
 in B. 

8 Is Enough!  

Wickes, Staples, Hercules, and Gadea Take 
Top Honors in Both A and B 

 
 A 16-table turnout made for lots of fun at the March 
8 Is Enough! dinner and game.  The potluck dinner at 
6:30 and the super fair concept of this game make it a 
great way to get to know each other better and play fun 
bridge. 
 

 
A 64% game won both the A and B brackets for 

Barbara Gadea, David Wickes, Cheri Staples, and Gary 
Hercules. 

 

 
Second overall and topping the C bracket were Joe 

Boutros, Harry Elliott, David Goldfarb, and Edwin Zwald. 
 

 
Paul DeMarsh, Janice and Eric Sandberg, and Tito 

Ariwibowo came in 3
rd

 overall. 
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May 299er Sectional  

 
 On the weekend of May 13-15, The Studio will host a sectional tournament for all players who have fewer than 
300 masterpoints.  Itôs a good opportunity to collect silver points.  Get your partners lined up! 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be Sure to Welcome Them to Houston Bridge!  

Fundamentals of Bridge Graduates 

 Pictured from left to right with teacher Terry Curry are some who just completed the Fundamentals of Bridge class 
and played their first duplicate game:  Jackie Stanley, Kay Walsh, Mamie Ewing, Bernadette Redano, Jerry McNeely, 
Judy Cobb, Troy Carr, Gwen Lewis, Angelica Bianchi, and Richard Lewis. 

Studio Happenings  

Special Events Planned for April:  
 

¶ Friday-Sunday, April 1-3 ï Closed for Unit 
Election Sectional 

¶ Friday, April 8
th
, 10:30 a.m. ï LM/Bronze Life 

Master party for Evelyn James 

¶ Wednesday, April 13
th
, 10:30 a.m. ï 

Mentor/Mentee 

¶ Friday, April 15
th
 ï 10:30 a.m. game.  You pay 

your taxes.  The Studio will provide your lunch.  

¶ Friday, April 15
th
 -- 7 p.m. ï 8 Is Enough! 

¶ Monday, April 18
th
, 10:30 a.m. ï Birthday party 

for Sue Williams 

¶ Thursday, April 21
st
, 10:30 a.m. ï Gold Life 

Master Party for Tom Jahnke 

¶ Thursday, April 28
th
, 7 p.m. ï Mentor/Mentee 

¶ Friday, April 29
th
, 10:30 a.m. ï Gold Life Master 

Party for Donna Sparks 
 

Click here to see the schedule for all April games at 
The Studio.  *** Note:  All games for this month are 
upgraded to charity games.   

 

Bridge/Opera in Santa Fe!  

Join Gary King and the Comptons in August 
 

 Bridge 

on the 

Santa Fe Plaza 
 

 
 Join Gary King and Donna and Chris Compton for a 
wonderful chance to play bridge and improve your 
game with three top teachers, to see the world famous 
Santa Fe opera, and to enjoy being spoiled at the Inn 
and Spa at Loretto.  Consider taking your non-player 
spouse, promising fly fishing or mountain bike riding 
opportunities while you play for masterpoints.  Contact 
Gary for details, or click here for a complete flyer. 
 

 

http://www.houstonbridgestudio.com/Schedule.htm
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=8228438&msgid=20345&act=FB25&c=867970&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fbridgeacademyofnorthdallas.com%2Ffiles%2FBridge_on_the_Santa_Fe_Plaza_Flyer2.pdf
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Upcoming Classes at The Studio  

Improve your bridge and please your partners! 
 

 
   
  
 
Shawn Quinn has won 3 World Championships and 22 National Championships.  She is a 
World Grand Master and an ACBL Grand Life Master, as well as an ACBL accredited director 
and teacher. 

 
 
 
 

 
Gain the Competitive Advantage! On April 7th, Shawn will begin a 4-week series of classes on Thursday 

afternoons after the 10:30 game (probably from about 2-4).  The classes will focus on competitive bidding, play, and 
defense.  The cost for the series is $120.  Everyone is invited, but Shawn is asking everyone to register beforehand.  
There is a sign-up sheet at The Studio or you can email Shawn at syquinn@yahoo.com to register. 

 
 
 

 
Well known in the Houston area as both a player and teacher, Gary King offers 

classes for players at all levels, varying class formats to try to meet the needs of all his 
students.  Students appreciate Garyôs lively teaching style and his wonderful handouts, 
which become helpful reference materials after a class has ended.  He is also known for 
making sure that students get multiple examples to help explain each new concept.  Garyôs 
website:  http://www.houstoncardschool.com/   His email address:  
gary@houstoncardschool.com.   Contact him for more information about his classes. 

 
 

¶ On April 9
th
, Gary has a 1-day Saturday workshop (12-6 p.m.) -- Bidding and Playing Powerhouse Hands 

($60) 

¶ Gary also has a class in Intermediate Play of the Hand beginning on May 18th and running for 8 Wednesday 
evenings from 7 to 9 p.m. ($160 for the 8-week series) 

 
 To pre-register for any of Garyôs classes, send your name, address, telephone, and email address along with the 
class fee to: Houston Card School, PO Box 752652, Houston, TX 77275 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Terry Currie, a Diamond Life Master and an accredited ACBL bridge instructor, has 

over 6000 masterpoints and has won many Regional Events. Terry is also the bridge 
instructor for Leisure Learning Unlimited, Inc.   

She has taught the complete ACBL Series called Bidding in the 21st Century,  
 Terry's supervised play sessions are done barometer style, which makes it easy for 
students to see their mistakes -- and thus makes learning easier and more fun. 
 

 
Terrieôs Defense class (part of the ACBL series) begins on Tuesday, April 12th, and continues on April 19 and 26, 

and on May 3, 10, 17, 24, & 31.  The classes will meet each Tuesday afternoon from 2:00-4:00 p.m.  ($130 for the 8-
week series).   Call the studio to sign up for Terryôs classes (713-777-0333) or contact Terry directly at 832-594-8577. 

mailto:syquinn@yahoo.com
http://www.houstoncardschool.com/
mailto:gary@houstoncardschool.com
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More Pictures from Normaõs Party: 

 

Evelyn James, Sandy Clark, and Bette Magee Margie Nagle and Bela Borsos 

Carol Wilson, Norma, and Katherine McClure Silvia Toledo, Joan Pleason, and Norma 

Bob Arnett and Nancy Reader topped the 
field with a 67.25% game. 

Judy Walker and Donna Floyd won overall 
in the C Bracket. 

Bob and Jane Matcha won Section Bôs 
North-South A Bracket. 

Donna Sparks and Fred Feigley won 
Section Aôs North-South A Bracket. 




