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299er Tournament  

August 26-28 at The Studio 
 

 Get your partners all lined up to play for silver at 
the end of this month. 
 

Schedule: 
Friday, August 26th  

 10:30 a.m. ï 99er Pairs 
   3:30 p.m. ï 99er Pairs  

Saturday, August 27th 
   1:00 p.m. ï 99er Pairs  
   6:30 p.m. ï 99er Pairs  

Sunday, August 28th 
 10:00 a.m. ï 99er Pairs  
   3:00 p.m. ï 99er Pairs 
 

Entry Fees:  $10 per person per session 
 

Partnerships: Call The Studio (713-777-0333) or use 
the Unit Online Partnership Desk: 
www.unit174partnership.com 

 
  

 

       The Studio Scene 
Volume 1, Issue 6  August  2011  

 
 
 

Later in This Issue  

2 

Thinking Bridge ï August 20
th
 ï A Special 

Workshop with Shawn Quinn, Mildred Breed, 
and Gary King 

3 A Teacher Tip from Bob Morris 

4 

Fred Feigley: King for a Day on the 25
th

 
Congratulations! 
Company Is Coming:  The ACBL President 
August Happenings at The Studio 

5 
Swiss with a Little Swagger! 
Workinô at It!  

6 Step by Step: Some of Our Newest Players 

7 
The 99er Game 
The 299er Games 

8 Pictures of Success 

10  Whoôs at the Table? 

11  
Mentor/Mentee Games 
8 Is Enough! 

12 Upcoming Classes at The Studio 

13  
Bridge Adventures away from The Studio 
By the Book 

15  Tuesday Night Series and Top MP Winners 

Studio Closed 12
th
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Unit 174 Sizzling Summer Sectional 
 

 Beat the heat and earn those silver points at the 
Unitôs sectional on August 12-14 at the Westchase 
Marriott.  Hereôs a link to the flyer:  
http://www.acblunit174.org/Flyers/August_2011.htm 
Note all the stratified events ï and especially the 
handicapped KO that starts on Friday afternoon. 
   The Studio will be closed these three 
days.  Be sure to mark your calendars and make 
arrangements with your partners. 

 

Festive on the 4
th

 

Celebrating Independence Day at The Studio 
 

 A big crowd turned out the morning of July 4
th
 to 

have a good time playing bridge as part of their holiday 
celebration. 
 

 
 Among those decked out for the occasion were 
Margie Nagle, Patti Mullendore, Barbara Grantham, 
Vera Sinsheimer, Pat Levy, and Marcella Thomas. 

www.unit174partnership.com
http://www.acblunit174.org/Flyers/August_2011.htm
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Saturday, August 20
th

 at The Studio  
 
Join Shawn Quinn, Mildred Breed and Gary King in a workshop that is sure to improve your game. 
Contract bridge is a thinking game, and we will show you how the experts think. 
 

During this workshop we will put you into the head of the experts so that you can experience just what 
things are considered and how decisions are made. We will help you answer questions like  

Should I bid one more time?  
Should I play for the drop?  
Which suit should I lead? 
 

Hands will be presented and the action paused at critical points. We will show you what to consider 
and when. Then the action will continue, and you will see not only the expertôs decision, but hear what 
was considered and why. Our goal is to change your thinking process and improve your problem-
solving skills. 
 

This class will be presented in two sessions: the first designed for players in Flights B and C, and the 
second designed for more experienced players in Flights A and AX. There will be different hands in 
each session, and the discussion will be aimed at the target audience.  
 

When: August 20th 
Where: Houston Bridge Studio  
9000 Southwest Freeway #290 
Instructors:  Shawn Quinn  

Mildred Breed  
Gary King 

Session One:  Targeted to Flight B and Flight C players. Lunch included. 
Saturday, August 20th, 9:30am - Noon 

Session Two: Targeted to Flight A and Flight AX players. Dinner included. 
Saturday, August 20th, 5pm - 7:30pm  

Class Fee: $80 per session/person 
 

   

Because space is limited, pre-registration is required.    

To pre-register mail your check along with name, address, telephone, email, and which session you wish 
to attend to:   Houston Card School 

PO Box 752652 
Houston, Texas 77275 

For more information call 713-828-8446, or send an email to houstonbridge@gmail.com. 
 

 
Register now while space is still available!     

mailto:houstonbridge@gmail.com
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Teacher Tip # 6 

More about Hand Evaluation from Bob Morris 

 

 

Re-Evaluating Your Holdings after Opponents Enter the Auction 

1. Your kings and queens become more valuable behind an opening bidder because the ace or king of that bidderôs 
suit will be onside much more often. 

2. When an opponent bids a suit, a holding like J10xx, Q10xx, or QJ9x becomes much more valuable for no-trump 
bidding. 

3. When an opponent makes a bid showing either a long suit or a 2-suiter, the hand becomes much easier to play. 
 
 
Re-Evaluating Your Hand after a Suit Fit Has Been Established with Your Partner 

1. ǂAJx ǄKQxx ǅAxx ǃxx is not nearly so strong as ǂAJxxx ǄKQxx ǅAx ǃx 
2. With an 8-card fit, add distributional points this way: doubleton = 1, singleton = 2, void = 3. 
3. With a 9-card fit and 4-card trump support, ñdummyò distributional points go up to 1, 3, and 5. 
4. High cards in partnerôs second suit become more valuable; whereas, points in partnerôs short suit become less 

valuable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. When you open 1 heart or one spade and partner makes a limit raise, always bid game with shortness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. If you open a 7-card major that gets raised, very often it is right to bid game.  Even if you canôt make your game, 
opponents are very likely able to make something. 

                  Bob 

 

 

 
 
Bob Morris is a 2-time national champion and an excellent teacher.  Both his 

students and his opponents benefit from Bobôs perceptive analysis and his kind 
willingness to help all of us learn to be better bridge players.  Bob and partner 
Eddie Wold have exciting plans for special bridge opportunities coming up in 
October and early next year.  Check them out elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 
 

 
  

Partner   A    B    C    D 
ǂ AKxxx  ǂ Qxxx   ǂ Qxxx   ǂ Qxxx   ǂ Qxxx 
Ǆ Axxx   Ǆ Qxx   Ǆ Qxx   Ǆ xxx   Ǆ KQx 
ǅ Axx   ǅ xxx   ǅ Kxx   ǅ KQx   ǅ xxx 
ǃ x    ǃ Kxx   ǃ xxx   ǃ xxx   ǃ xxx 

Partner   Opener 
ǂ Axxx   ǂ KQxxx  
Ǆ Qxx   Ǆ x  
ǅ Jxxx   ǅ AQ10x  
ǃ Kx   ǃ xxx  

Partner   Opener 
ǂ Jxxx   ǂ KQx  
Ǆ Qxxx   Ǆ AJxxx  
ǅ x    ǅ Jxx  
ǃ Axxx   ǃ Kx  
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Company Is Coming!  

ACBL President to Visit on the 27th  
 

 
 

 Mark your calendar and plan to come join us as we 
welcome ACBL President Craig Robinson to our 
Saturday afternoon game at 1 p.m. on Saturday, 
August 27

th
.  Craig will be playing with our unitôs Dan 

Morse that afternoon.  
 There will be a reception at 11:30 to give Craig a 
big Houston ñHowdy!ò  Be sure to make a date with 
one of your favorite partners (or maybe a new one) 
and come out to join the party!  Sliders will be 
provided.  Side dishes and/or desserts will be 
welcomed.  There will even be music!  Joan Pleason 
will be at the keyboard. 

 

P.S. We expect a crowd.  Reservations are 
encouraged for both the Open Pairs and the 299er 
tournament games that day.  Make reservations at The 
Studio or by email: tcurrie1@comcast.net or 
houstonbridge@att.net. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

y  
 

Gold Life Master!  

A Party for Fred Feigley ï August 25th at 10:30 
 

 
 

Come join the fun at a Gold Life Master party for Fred on 
Thursday, the 25

th
.  Cake will be provided.  Bring other 

treats if you would like.  Just be sure to come. 

Congratulations!  

 

New Junior Masters: Troy Carr, Sam Chaftari, 
Marshall Dranetz, Ned Earle, Susan Fenton, Mike 
Gremellion, Jo Anne Knodel, Margaret Lanier, Robert 
Lee, Phillis Louderback, Sharon Lowes, Jim McGaha, 
Yvonne Overschie, Kathryn Phillips, Kenneth Sever, 
Edith Skaggs, Henry Skaggs, Jill Spence, Germaine 
Welch, Linda Wukasch, Lisa Zummo 
New Club Masters: Cynthia Bell, Donald Bell, 
Margaret Bradley, Frances Bruce, Carolyn Harris, 
Tommy Harris, Karen Jones, Beth Manders, Katherine 
McClure, Jean McIntosh, Patricia Merritt, Terry 
Molinelli, Michael Mullarkey, Kathryn Nettles, Jim 
O'Shea, Susan Sadler, Robert Spinetti, Lorita Tipton, 
Wanda Tonkin, and Carolyn Wedel. 
New Sectional Masters: Mark Beardsley, Anne 
Bullard, Vivian Cyprus, Zach Garrison, Jim Goodale, 
Anne Gorry, Kathryn Kent, Gayle Longmire, Edna 
Earle Mattei, Carol Ostermeier, Rogie Peyton, Travis 
Rhoad, Gail Waldo, and Charles Ward. 
New Regional Masters: Janet Beard, Elisabeth 
Cabiness, Betty Davis, Diane Kaminsky, Rebecca 
Kerlin, Michael Kern, Carol Laughlin, Jeffery Parker, 
Peggy Ross, William Schneider, Peggy Shelton, Betty 
Lou Suman, Mary Watters, and Walter Zolla 
New NABC Masters: Bonnie Boyd, David Crooks, 
Jabeen Farooki, Alan Holzberg, John Knox, Linda 
Martinsen, Tom Martinsen, and Goldie Rose. 

Continued  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August Happenings  

at The Studio  

 
10 Daytime Mentor game 
12-14 Closed for Unit 174 Sectional Tournament 
19 299er game at 10:30 a.m. 
 8 Is Enough!  
20 Thinking Bridge classes 
25  Gold Life Master Party for Fred Feigley 
 Evening Mentor game 
26-28 99er Tournament 
27 Reception and game with ACBL President 

Craig Robinson 
 
More North American Pairs qualifying games happen 
during August.  See this page to know when: 
http://www.houstonbridgestudio.com/Schedule.htm , 
 

mailto:tcurrie1@comcast.net
mailto:houstonbridge@att.net
http://www.houstonbridgestudio.com/Schedule.htm
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Swiss with a Little Swagger  

Another 5-Swiss Month!  Fun! 
 

July 3
rd

 Overall Winners: 
1. Lisa and Charles Sommer, Lily and James 

Andre 
2. Janice Henderson, Charles Markowitz, Joan 

Pleason, Terry Currie 
July 10

th
 Overall Winners: 

A. Eddie Wold, Mitch Towner, Anthony Bianchi, 
and Bob Morris 

B. Lisa and Charles Sommer, Lily and James 
Andre 

C. Carol Wilson, Ann Marie Ross, Shirley Boyd, 
and Walter Freitag 

 
Bob, Mitch, Anthony, and Eddie 

 

July 17
th

 Overall Winners: 
A. Janice Henderson, Jonathan Holmes, Donna  

Sparks, Fred Feigley (also 1
st
 in B) 

C. David Wicks, Cheri Staples, Barbara Gadea, 
Elizabeth Vondy 

:  
Fred, Donna, Janice, and Jonathan 

 
2

nd
 overall on the 17

th
:  Jane Armstrong, Bob Morris, 

Betty Starzec, and Eddie Wold 
continued on page16  

 

 

Workinõ at It 

And you thought it was ñjust a game.ò 
 

 Obviously Bridge is a game, but the level of play in 
our area makes it a challenging one.  Smart partners 
work on their games, and smart players make sure they 
keep learning and keep playing enough to be 
competitive. 
 Here are some of our partners using the hand 
records to sharpen their games: 
 

 
Lisa Zummo and Debbie Bellan 

 

 
Paula Hradecky and Daksha Adhia 

 

 
Audley Karrasch, Lynnda Paukune, and Brenda 

Solovitz 
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Step by Step : Getting a Good Start  

Here Are Some of Our Newest Players at The Studio 

Graduates from Terrieôs June Beginning Bridge Class:  Carol Tuttle,Sara 
Ballanfant, Nancy Conlin, Carter Conlin, Rebecca Hameric.  Welcome! 

Welcome! 

Kay Johnson poses with some of her Supervised Play with Kay group: Wilda, Mary 
Anne, Eleanor, Libby, and Sally (standing) 

Kay with more of her students: Silvia, Margie, Janet, Terry, Cora, Ellen, Cilia, Bonnie 




















