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Betteõs Life Master Party 

Congratulating Bette Magee on June 17th
 

 Itôs always great fun to honor a new Life Master 
with a gathering of good friends to enjoy good bridge 
and good food.  That was the Studio scene on Friday, 
June 17

th
, when a crowd gathered to celebrate with 

Bette Magee. 
 

 
Ready to Honor Our Queen for a Day! 

 

 
 Betty played at 1NS with good friend and good 
partner Evelyn James.     
 

  

 
Continued on page 12 
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July at The Studio:  

Î 4
th
 ï 10:30 a.m. Open Pairs 

Î 13
th
 ï 10:30 a.m. Mentor game 

Î 15
th
 ï 10:30 a.m. 299er game in addition to 

Open Pairs + free pizza  
Î 15

th
 ï 7 p.m. 8 Is Enough (dinner at 6:30) 

Î 16
th
 ï ñCountingò class ï noon to 6 p.m. 

Î 28
th
 ï 7 p.m. Mentor game 

Î Sundays at 6:30 ï Open Swiss 
Î Mondays at 7 p.m. ï 0-20 and 299er Pairs  
Î Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. ï 0-99er 

Pairs in addition to Open Pairs 
Î Wednesdays at 1 p.m. ï Supervised Play 
Î Thursdays at 10:30 ï Supervised Play in 

addition to Open Pairs 
Î Fridays at 10:30 ï 99er Pairs in addition to 

Open Pairs 
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Teacher Tip # 5  

A Bit of Bridge Advice from Bob Morris 

Before the Auction Starts ï Evaluating Your Hand before You and Partner Have Agreed on a Suit 

1. Milton Workôs point-count system (A = 4, K = 3, Q = 2, J = 1) is just the first approximation. 
2. You must add value for long, strong suits.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. 10s are worth about .33. 
4. Aces are undervalued in Workôs system, and should be worth about 4.25. 
5. AJ109 is more powerful than AQxx. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

6. Married honors are more powerful than separated honors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If all hands had 16 opposite 10, life would be very easy.  However, experts win by getting marginal evaluation hands 
right. 

   Bob 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob Morris is a 2-time national champion and an excellent teacher.  
Both his students and his opponents benefit from Bobôs perceptive 
analysis and his kind willingness to help all of us learn to be better bridge 
players.  Bob and Eddie Wold have exciting plans for special bridge 
opportunities coming up in October and early next year.  Check them out 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 

  

Partner   A    B 
ǂ Kxx   ǂ AQJx   ǂ AQJxx 
Ǆ Kxx   Ǆ Axx   Ǆ Axx 
ǅ Axx   ǅ Kxx   ǅ Kx 
ǃ 10xxx   ǃ Jxx   ǃ Jxx 
  

Partner   A    B 
ǂ xxx   ǂ AQJ   ǂ AQ 
Ǆ xxx   Ǆ KQx   Ǆ KQx 
ǅ Kxx   ǅ AJxx   ǅ AJ10xxx 
ǃ Qxxx   ǃ AJx   ǃ Kx 
  

Partner   A    B 
ǂ Kxx   ǂ Axx   ǂ Ax 
Ǆ Qxx   Ǆ Kxx   Ǆ AJ10xx 
ǅ Jxxx   ǅ AKx   ǅ Q10x 
ǃ Axx   ǃ Qxxx   ǃ K109 
  

Partner    
ǂ xxx   ǂ AKQ10  
Ǆ KQ10x  Ǆ AJxx  
ǅ Axxx   ǅ xx  
ǃ xx   ǃ xxx  

Partner   A    B    C 
ǂ Jx   ǂ Q9xx   ǂ Q9xx   ǂ Q9xx 
Ǆ AQx   Ǆ Kxx   Ǆ Kxx   Ǆ Kxx 
ǅ Axxxx   ǅ Qxx   ǅ xxx   ǅ KQx 
ǃ Axx   ǃ Kxx   ǃ KQx   ǃ xxx 
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 8 Is Enough!  

Dinner and Team Play 
 Thanks to Dianne Jobin and Kay Kennedy, who 
organized a fun evening for 18 tables in June.  These 
were the top winners overall: 

(A) Karen and Paul Nimmons, Kay Kennedy, and 
Delbert Grantham 

(B) Mary McManus, Delores Aquino, and Patricia 
and Aubrey Bunn 

(C) David Wicks, Cheri Staples, Gary Hercules, and 
Barbara Gadea 

 

 
Delores Aquino, Patricia and Aubrey Bunn, and Mary 

McManus teamed up to take the B bracket. 
 

 
Delbert Grantham and Key Kennedy joined with Karen 

and Paul Nimmons to win the A bracket. 
 

 
Tony Snow, Mike McKown, Linwood Olsen, and Eric 

Snow (seated) came in 2
nd

 overall. 

Congratulations!  

 

Î New Junior Masters: Lynne Andress, 
Richard Eckhart, Eleanor Marler, Paul 
Poellinger, and Joanna Reid 

Î New Club Masters: Judith Boyce, Bhagvanti 
Das, Zach Garrison, Leila Gilbert, Mary 
McDonald, and Suzanne Noerager 

Î New Sectional Masters: J. B. Davis, Joe 
Moseley, and Suzanne Shanley 

Î New Regional Masters: Calvin Beard 
Î New NABC Masters: Zo Granberry and 

Ronald Kautz 
Î New Life Masters: Byron Fackenthall, Phyllis 

Kuchta 
Î New Bronze Life Masters: Erika Magid, 

Barbara Phillips, Joyce Seibert 
Î New Gold Life Masters: Dianna Gittelman, 

Randy Lake, Arlene Slomka 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RKC Kickback Class  

Eddie and Bob draw a crowd! 
 

 On Thursday, June 16
th
 Eddie Wold and Bob 

Morris introduced a roomful of players to the update 
on Roman Key Card called Kickback. 
 

 
 

Eddie Wold and Bob Morris 
 

 
 

Terry Orlean, Steve Reicheck, Vicky Castleberry, and 
Karen Nimmons check out the new system. 
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Swiss with a Little Swagger  

Sunday evenings are special! 
 
June 5

th
 Overall Winners: 

(A) Carolyne and George Fox, W. Lease, and 
Nancy Boothe 

(B) Siraj Jiwani, Charles Markowitz,  and Catherine 
and Shatrugna Prassad 

(C) Patricia and Owen Bunn, Carole Wilson, and 
Diane Jobin 
 

 
Diane, Patricia, Owen, and Carole 

 
June 12

th
 Overall Winners: 

(A/B) Kathy Hughes, Sharon Haley, Lucy Terrill, 
and Ed Lilly 
 

 
Kathy, Sharon, Lucy, and Ed 

 
June 19

th
 Overall Winners: 

(A) Carolyne Fox, Gary King, Jane and Bob Matcha 
(B) Tom Jahnke, Charles Markowitz, Siraj Jiwani, 

and Vince Carcello 
(C) Liz Vondy, Barbara Gadea, Cheri Staples, and 

David Wicks 

 
Charles, Siraj, Tom, and Vince 

 
Continued on page 8 

 
 
 

 
continued on page  

 

 

Partner Pix  

Terrific Twosomes We Caught on Camera 
 

 
Bobby Maynard and Shou Chau 

 

 
Jack Stone and Roger Marlatt 

 

 
Carol Winograd and Olivia Fisher 

 

 
Bathsheba Perry and Norma Porter 

Continued on page 14 

Î 299er Game July 16
th

  
  

Î 

  

The once-a-month Friday morning 299er game will 
be on the 16

th
.  Free pizza for everyone that morning! 



The Studio Scene ð July 2011 ð Page 5 

      The Picture of Success x 15      

  

Vic Sitton and Pat McMullin 
came in first in A overall on 
June 16

th
 ï and then 

repeated on June 23
rd.

 

Betty Starzec and Eddie Wold 
came in 1

st
 in A EW on June 

3
rd

. 

Kay Johnson and Dianna 
Gittleman came in 1

st
 overall 

on June 3
rd

. 

 Lynnda Paukune and 
Victoria Castleberry were 
1

st
 overall in B on June 3

rd
. 

Jean Moritz and Linwood Olsen 
came in 1

st
 overall in C on June 

3
rd

. 

Troy Carr and Michael 
Mullarkey came in 1st in C 
NS on June 3

rd
. 

Joan Pleason and Anna 
Marlatt came in 1

st
 in A 

overall on June 6
th
. 

Kitty Wong got a hug from 
Eddie Wold after she and 
Gordon Yee came in 1

st
 in 

A and B on June 13
th
. 

Douglas Robertson and 
Sandy Bruce came in 1

st
 

overall in C on June 13
th
. 

Pauline Mitchell and Connie 
Montgomery came in first in 
B/C overall on June 6

th
. 

Mary Watters and Carol 
Winograd won the C bracket 
on June 20

th
. 

Bert Onstott and Elisabeth 
Cabiness topped the field in 
both A and B on June 20

th
. 

Mary Dodson and Karla 
Dunn were 1

st
 overall in the 

299er game on June 20
th
. 

Vic Sitton and Pat McMullin 
came in first in A overall on 
June 16

th
 ï and then 

repeated on June 23
rd.

 

Betty Belle and Donald 
Dawson came in 1

st
 overall 

in B on June 24th. Julia OôShea and Katherine McClure came in first in A 
in the June 28

th
 99er game.  Barbara Wood and Nancy 

Shomette came in 2
nd

 in A and 1
st
 in B. 



The Studio Scene ð July 2011 ð Page 6 

 

 

     

 

Thinking Bridge  
 

 

ÎÎÎÎÎ   Coming Saturday, August 20
th

 at The Studio  ÎÎÎÎÎ 
    

 

Join Shawn Quinn, Mildred Breed and Gary King in a workshop that is sure to improve your 
game. Contract bridge is a thinking game, and we will show you how the experts think. 
 

During this workshop we will put you into the head of the experts so that you can experience just 
what things are considered and how decisions are made. We will help you answer questions like  

Should I bid one more time?  
Should I play for the drop?  
Which suit should I lead? 
 

Hands will be presented and the action paused at critical points. We will show you what to 
consider and when. Then the action will continue, and you will see not only the expertôs decision, 
but hear what was considered and why. Our goal is to change your thinking process and improve 
your problem-solving skills. 
 

This class will be presented in two sessions: the first designed for players in Flights B and C, and 
the second designed for more experienced players in Flights A and AX. There will be different 
hands in each session, and the discussion will be aimed at the target audience.  
 

When: August 20th 
Where: Houston Bridge Studio  
9000 Southwest Freeway #290 
Instructors:  Shawn Quinn  

Mildred Breed  
Gary King 

Session One:  Targeted to Flight B and Flight C players. Lunch included. 
Saturday, August 20th, 9:30am - Noon 

Session Two: Targeted to Flight A and Flight AX players. Dinner included. 
Saturday, August 20th, 5pm - 7:30pm  

Class Fee: $80 per session/person 
 

ÎÎÎÎÎ  Because space is limited, pre-registration is required.   ÎÎÎÎÎ 

To pre-register mail your check along with name, address, telephone, email, and which session you 
wish to attend to:   Houston Card School 

PO Box 752652 
Houston, Texas 77275 

For more information call 713-828-8446, or send an email to houstonbridge@gmail.com. 
 

ÎÎÎÎÎ  Register now while space is still available!   ÎÎÎÎÎ  

mailto:houstonbridge@gmail.com
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Whoôs 
at the 

Table? 

Joan Pleason  likes  

Î Her kids and grandkids 
Î Her piano pupils ( teaching piano) 
Î Baseball 
Î Bridge 
Î Opera 
Î Symphony 
Î Friends  
Î Travelling 
Î Backgammon 
Î  

Judy Carter likes  

Î Duplicate bridge 
Î Reading 
Î Wine with friends 
Î Traveling to foreign countries 
Î Traveling with her grandkids 
Î Traveling to golf destinations 

 

Kitty Wong likes 

Î Dogs 
Î Bridge 
Î Cooking 
Î Poker 
Î Flower arrangement 
Î Gardening 
Î Mahjong 
Î Country Music 

Troy Carr likes 
Î Motorcycle trips  
Î Blues and jazz 
Î Roman and Byzantine history 
Î Historical and fantasy novels 
Î Bridge 
Î Italy 
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M
Mentor/Mentee Games  

The Concept: 
 The purpose of Mentor/Mentee games is to give our 
newer players an opportunity to play with a more 
advanced player against other mentee/mentor pairs and 
receive some important tips at the end of the game. 
 To sign up as a novice or a mentor for the morning 
game on the 2

nd
 Wednesday each month, please e-mail 

Kathy Hughes at lhughes39@att.net or call Kathy at 
281-437-1339.  To sign up as a novice or a mentor for 
the evening game on the 4

th
 Thursday of each month, 

please contact Diane Jobin at 832-620-2054 (cell), 713-
476-0230 (home), kelly.laker1@yahoo.com ï or call 
Kay Kennedy at 281-589-1011. 
 

Thomas and Hathway Top the Day Field! 
 Marcella Thomas and Charles Hathway won overall 
in both A and B with a 69.64% game.  The new team of 
Joyce Gore and Jan Morrell won overall in C. 
 

 
Congrats Marcella and Charles ï 1

st
 overall! 

 

 
Joyce Evald and Tom Jahnke ï 3

rd
 overall 

 

 
Betty Freedman and Donna Miller ï 5

th
 overall 

 
Continued on page 13 

 
 

The Tuesday Night Series  

Earn Extra Points! 
 
 Each month there is a Tuesday night series, with 
extra masterpoints given to the individuals with the 
highest average scores for the month!  The monthly 
scores are determined by averaging the percentage 
scores from each Tuesday night.  You must play at 
least four Tuesday nights during the month to be 
eligible for the series bonus. 
 Here are the Tuesday Night Series winners for 
June: 
Î Tied for 1

st
/2

nd
 ï W. Lease and L. Laird 

Î 3
rd

 ï Jeanne Linzel 
Î 4

th
 ï Clif Rice 

Î Tied for 5
th
/6

th
 ï Marsha Bernstein and Rick 

Burton 

 

More Swiss Results:  

June 26
th

 Overall Winners: 
(A) John Erickson, Ralda St. Pierre, Stephen Schwall, 

and Ann Brinker Schwall 
(B) Sandra Parker, W. Lease, Chuck Gillis, Aleksandr 

Adelman 
(C) Shi-Lin Yeh, Bob Chiang, Patricia and Owen Bunn 
 

 

Top MP Winners for June  

Open 
25.08 Joan Pleason 
18.69 Anna Marlatt 
17.84 William Baker 
16.94 David Henke 
16.60 Mary Pat Gentry 
299ers 
9.93 Charles Hathway 
9.22 Gary Winston 
9.22 Shari Winston 
9.11 Kitty Wong 
8.73 Mary Watters 
49ers 
6.51 Jim Goodale 
6.48 Troy Carr 
5.15 Katherine McClure 
4.51 Yvonne Overschie 
4.51 Lorita Tipton 

 

mailto:lhughes39@att.net?subject=Thursday%20night%20Mentor-Mentee%20game
mailto:kelly.laker1@yahoo.com
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Upcoming Classes at The Studio  

Improve your bridge and please your partners! 
 
 
 

     
 

  
 Kay Johnson is a Gold Life Master. More importantly, she is a kind, soft-spoken, 
wonderful teacher, who can make anyone feel comfortable. Her 
interest in people combines with her knowledge of bridge to make Kayôs 
supervised sessions and classes especially helpful for new players. 

 
 

 
 

Supervised Play with Kay on Thursday mornings at 10:30 -- a fun, low-stress way to learn more about the game. 
You donôt need to pre-register; you donôt even have to have a partner. Just come and enjoy! 

 

 
 
 
Well known in the Houston area as both a player and teacher, Gary King offers 

classes for players at all levels, varying class formats to try to meet the needs of all his 
students.  Students appreciate Garyôs lively teaching style and his wonderful handouts, 
which become helpful reference materials after a class has ended.  He is also known for 
making sure that students get multiple examples to help explain each new concept.  
Garyôs website:  http://www.houstoncardschool.com/   His email address:  
gary@houstoncardschool.com.   Contact him for more information about his classes. 

 
 

Counting - Learn How to Play the Hand as Though You Could See Through the Backs of the Cards 
Date: Saturday ï July 16, noon till 6 p.m. 
Class Fee -- $60  
 

Garyôs comments on His Saturday Afternoon Seminars:  This format has proven popular. Each workshop is one 
day of concentrated focus on a single topic. Lecture starts at noon, and we spend until approximately 3 hours covering 
a topic in depth in a classroom presentation. Then students play 12 hands that allow them the chance to practice 
newfound skills. Following the practice hands we will discuss all 12 hands in detail and point out how the new skills 
should have been applied. Best taken with your favorite partner, but I will arrange partnerships for singles. 

 
 

 

Upcoming Bridge Adventures Away from The Studio  

 

Î August 3-8: Bridge on the Santa Fe Plaza ï Join Gary King and Chris and Donna Compton for 5 

days of bridge, opera,spa luxury, and fine dining at the world-class Inn and Spa at Loretto.  Hereôs the flyer: 
http://bridgeacademyofnorthdallas.com/files/Bridge_on_the_Santa_Fe_Plaza_Flyer2.pdf 

 

Î September 30-October 2: Wold/Cohen/Morris Bridge Extravaganza ï World champions Eddie 

Wold and Larry Cohen join with national champion Bob Morris to offer a weekend of lectures, games, special 
drawings, and surprises!  Hereôs the flyer: http://www.acblunit174.org/Flyers/Bridge_Extravaganza.html 

 

Î January 22-29: Caribbean Bridge Cruise with Eddie Wold and Bob Morris ï Join Eddie and 

Bob for lectures, bridge, and leisurely cruising.  Hereôs the flyer: 
http://www.bestbridgeatsea.com/Page_10_Galveston_Jan_2012.html 

http://www.houstoncardschool.com/
mailto:gary@houstoncardschool.com
http://bridgeacademyofnorthdallas.com/files/Bridge_on_the_Santa_Fe_Plaza_Flyer2.pdf
http://www.acblunit174.org/Flyers/Bridge_Extravaganza.html
http://www.bestbridgeatsea.com/Page_10_Galveston_Jan_2012.html
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By the Book  

From Why You Lose at Bridge, by S. J. Simon (1946)  
 

Not Understanding Safety Plays Correctly as Declarer (pp. 23-26) 
 My object in this discourse is to draw your attention to the merits of safety plays and, at the same time, to warn 
you against allowing them to become an obsession.  Overindulgence is just as bad as complete neglect. 
 A safety play is, in its essence, an insurance policy.  A small premium, in the form of a trick that need not 
necessarily be lost, is given up to insure against a far greater loss. 
 The simplest example is the contract of three No Trump with dummy holding a six-card suit headed by Ace, King, 
and no entry and declarer holding three small cards of the suit.  Here even a beginner knows to duck the first round of 
the suit.  If the remaining cards are divided 2-2, he has lost a trick ï that is his premium.  But if they are divided 3-1, 
the duck enables the whole suit to be run. . . . 
 But make sure the need is really present . . . [For a safety play] is a luxury.  It means letting the enemy in. . . .  If in 
our above contract of three No Trump, the player sitting over the six-card suit in dummy has established a suit of his 
own, it is no longer a safety play to duck the first round of the six-card suit into his hand.  It is plain lunacy. 
 Of course you still insure cashing your six-card suit ï after the opponents have taken their tricks! . . .   
 I want you to be certain that when you do make a safety play, it is, in fact, a safety play for the hand as a whole, 
and not just for one phase of it, and a menace to the rest. 
 It is not the doubtful contracts that call for safety plays.  Doubtful contracts need a spot of luck in the distribution 
for their fulfillment.  And the safety play is a guard against unlucky distributions. 
 It is on the contracts that appear cast iron that the safety play should be remembered. 
 
(If youôd like to take a look at this neat little book, you can borrow it from The Studioôs loan library.) 

 

 

Director, Please  

Terrie Currieôs Advice about a Common Director Call 
 
The 5 Options Declarer Has When an Opponent Leads Out of Turn: 
 
Last month Tom Jahnke wrote about how to avoid leading out of turn.  If someone doesnôt follow Tomôs advice, here 
are the 5 options a director will present to the declarer after a lead out of turn: 

 
1. The declarer may accept the lead from the wrong hand and see the dummy before playing in proper sequence 

from his own hand. 
2. The declarer may accept the lead and become the dummy. If the declarer exposes one or more cards, he 

must spread his hand and become dummy. 
3. The declarer may require the lead ï one time only and from the proper leader ï of the suit that was improperly 

led.  In this case the penalty card (the card at first led improperly) is returned to the offender's hand. 
4. The declarer may prohibit the lead ï from the proper leader for as long as he holds the lead ï of the suit that 

was improperly led.  In this case also the penalty card (the card at first led improperly) is returned to the 
offender's hand. 

5. The declarer may choose to leave the improperly led card on the table to remain a penalty card. The correct 
opening leader can then lead as he/she chooses.  However, if the correct opening leader retains or regains 
the lead, and his partner still has the penalty card, declarer has the right to exercise option  4 or option 5 
before the opening leader leads again. 

Note:  A player may withdraw a lead out of turn if the leader was mistakenly informed by an opponent that it was his 
turn to lead.  An opening lead by the declaring side may not be accepted. 

 

  
Terry Currie is a Diamond Life Master and an accredited ACBL bridge instructor, 

who has over 6000 masterpoints and has won many Regional Events. Terry is also the 
bridge instructor for Leisure Learning Unlimited, Inc.   

She has taught the complete ACBL Series called Bidding in the 21st Century,  
 Terry's supervised play sessions are done barometer style, which makes it easy for 
students to see their mistakes -- and thus makes learning easier and more fun. 
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Okay, on this hand . . .  

After the game is a great time to go over hands and clarify partnership understandings. 
 
 These players took the time on Wednesday, June 15th to look at the hand records, celebrate tops, and analyze 
what happened on the low-score hands.   
 

 

  
 
 
  

Elizabeth Jackson and Chris Whitelonis 

Edna Kelly and Kathy Hurst 

Jabeen Farooki and Mike McKown 

Debbie Bellan and Judith Smith 

Melinda Simmen and Dianne Fousac Sandy Stevens and Christian Wiipers 



The Studio Scene ð July 2011 ð Page 12  

More Pictures from Betteõs Party 

 

      
Bob Morris, Terrie Orlean, Carolyn Labouliere, and Eddie Anne Gorry, Gary Winston, Betty Cochran, and Sheri 
Wold               Winston 
 

      
Jean Moritz,  Phyllis Hink, Linwod Olsen, and Lynn Shapiro    Lynnda Paukune and Vicky Castleberry 

 

      

 

Patti Mullendore, Janice 
Sandberg, Maureen Wittels, and 
Nic Prado 

Elizabeth Pennock, Puddinô 
Krueger, Penny Gregg, and Ed 
Lilly 

Susan Theiss, Margot Leonard, 
Ann Marie Ross, and Margie 
Nagle 






