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May 299er Sectional Results Studio Open June 10 -12
Hauling in Silver! | f you dondét go to B
Friday Morning: Elaine Brill and Beth Manders Last monthThe Studio Scene editor made an
started off the 299er tournament with a 66.37% game incorrect assumption that the Studio would be
that earned them first-place honors overall in all three closed while the Bryan tournament is on.
brackets for the Friday morning game. Sophen Chen He r e 6 s to the tburnanient flyer:
and Shyue Yuan Wu tied with Paula Goodpasture and http://www.acblunit174.org/Flyers/June 2011.pdf.
Linwood Olson for second and third overall in A. Lots of stratified events and a handicapped KO!

I f you canét make the

wedl | b e h ap jpynustfoooutreguiae vy
games. There will open games Friday morning at
10:30, Saturday at 1:00 and Sunday at 1:30. The
Swiss teams will be Sunday at 6:30.

Editords note:-up.Sc-’w 1

Later in  This Issue

A Bridge Tip from Ed Groner

2 Mar gi e 6 ¢ BadloivHoeston!
June17"i Bett eds Our Queert
Elaine Brill and Beth Manders were firstin A, B, and C 3 Tuesday Night Series Winners
overall on Friday morning. What a great way to start a Congratulations!
tournament! 4 | Swiss with a Litlle Swagger!
Partner Pix

5 |[Whodés at the Tabl e?

Mentor/Mentee Games
6 | 8Is Enough!
Mayds Top MP Winners &g

7 | June Classes at The Studio

Way to Go, Jeremy!
8 By the Book
Ole! Cinco de Mayo Success!

"'Q‘ et ¥ T\AL 9 .
T = o 10 | Director, Please

Paula Goodpasture and Linwood Olson tied for 2/3 11

: , Bridge Adventures Away from The Studio
overall Friday morning.

Tuesday Night Jackpot

continued on page 9 13 | studio Happenings for June
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Teacher Tip# 4
A Bit of Bridge Advice from Ed Groner

COUNT THE POINTS

One of the things you can do to become a better player is to get into the habit of counting the high card
points as soon as the opening lead has become visible, and before playing to trick 1. At that time, each of the
active players (dummy excluded) can see 27 of the 52 cards in the deck. There has been some bidding, and
inferences can be drawn as to what points are held by the unseen hands. If you add the high card points in your
hand to those that can be seen in dummy and the opening lead card, and then subtract that total from 40, the
remainder is the sum of the points held in the other 2 unseen hands. A mental review of the bidding will provide
clues as to how those points are distributed. Plan your play based on your concept of how many points are in
each of those hands.

It will take some effort to do this on every hand, but if you work at it, it will eventually become automatic, and
when it does, your efforts will be rewarded with consistently better results.

Ed

Ed Groner is a Platinum Life Maste
at The Studio and his seminars at the Lone Star Regional are always popular
among players of all levels.

Harmony and Me
Margie Beegleds Movie Retu ?“

The movie that still makes people giggle when they think of
meter maids or fideath by chocol
Museum of Fine Arts at 7 p.m. on Friday, June 3", Know anyone
else who got good reviews from Roger Ebert and the New York
Times movie critic? The Times critic said, I'll ivager no one in your
circle is as dryly funny or spontaneously surreal as Harmony's
nonsupport -gbutevelkmowdMargié tShe will be there
and will be handling the question/answer session after the movie.
Fun!!

Her eb6s auyticketssk t o b
http://www.mfah.org/calendar/?start=2011-6-
3&etype=&place=&audience=. The movie is also available on
Netflix, and you can buy it on Amazon.
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We hope that you all got the correction and know
that Betteds cel ébfrdune. iPamto \
bring a fun partner, your A game, and maybe a snack if
youbd 1ike. There will , ¢
treats as we honor our new Life Master.

Bette Mageeos
Coming on Friday, June 17"

Need a Partner?
Call The Studio. We Will Find One for You.

I f you would |Iike to pla
have a partner, give us a call at 713-7770333, and we
will work to find one. The earlier you let us know, the
better this will work.

The Tuesday Night Series

Earn Extra Points!

Each month there is a Tuesday night series, with
extra masterpoints given to those with the highest
average scores for the month! The monthly scores are
determined by averaging the percentage scores from
each Tuesday night. You must play at least four
Tuesday nights during the month to be eligible for the
series bonus.

Here are the Tuesday Night Series winners for

May:

Tied for 1st /2nd -- Shawn Quinn and Bobbie Kaufman
i 59.18 -- .78 (O)

Tied for 3rd/4th 7 W. Lease and L. Laird i 58.70 -- .45
©)

Tied for 5th/6th -- George Fox and Stephen Boothe 1
56.54 -- .22 (0)

Congratulations!

New Junior Masters: Pushpa Bharani, Gaye
Campbell-Baker, B. W. Clingo, W. H. Clingo, Robin
Elliott, Olivia Fisher, Zach Garrison, Patti Grill,
Geraldine Karkowsky, Teresa Labonte, Gayle
Watkins.

New Club Masters: Suvabrata Biswas, Sophie Chen,
Evvie Gilbert, Carolyn Keebler, Margie Patterson,
Ingrid Rich, Kari Smith, David Stigant, Sally
Thomas, Van Valentine.

New Sectional Masters: Jack Adams, Joe Boutros,
Larry Peterson, Janet Pickell.

New Regional Masters: Carol Banks, Stephen Banks,
David Durand, Marilyn Leiman, Phyllis Ogden,
Rosalie Schwartz, Ming Su,

New NABC Masters: William Kibikas, David Mitchell,
Janet Smith.

New Life Masters: Liliana Ciccarelli and Martha
Kessler.

Grand National Teams. Congratulations to Anthony

Bianchi (A) and Brett Elliott (C), whose teams qualified

at the District level Memorial Day Weekend.

Martha Kessler and Liliana Ciccarelli pose with
teammates Carol Wilson and Diane Jobin at the
Shreveport tournament after winning Bracket 1 of the
Compact KO and becoming Life Masters.

Visitors from Maryland

We were happy to meet Jim and Charlotte
Sandber g, Ericbébs parents,
They placed when they played too. We hope to
welcome them back again soon.
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Swiss with a Little Swagger
A 5-Sunday Month in May! Yippee!

May 1°' Bracket Winners:

A: Terry Currie, Joan Pleason, Janice Henderson, and
Jonathan Holmes.

B: Aleksandr Adelman, Charles Markowitz, Chuck
Gillis, and Siraj Jiwani

Aleksandr, Charles, Chuck, and Siraj

May 8" Bracket Winners:

A: Joe Quinn - Shawn Quinn - John Erickson - Jack La
Vigne

B: Armand Shapiro - Lynn Shapiro - Elizabeth Ghrist -
Jeremy Dilbeck

Ellzabeth Ghnst Jeremy D|Ibeck and Lynn and
Armand Shapiro came in first in B on both the 15"
and the 22".

May 15" Bracket Winners:

A: Anna Marlatt, Joyce Park, Bobby Maynard, and
Shirley McKee

B: Lynn and Armand Shapiro, Elizabeth Ghrist, and
Jeremy Dilbeck continued on page 10

Partner Pix
Terrific Twosomes We Caught on Camera

Shi-Ling Yeh and BobChiang
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Jim Woodward likes

¢ *reve

Rice baseball

Aaron Neville

Paris

Being Chrisés dad
His car (BMW Z4), especially with the top
down on a clear day

Work (lawyer)

"B'

Robert Reichek likes

L
L

New Zealand

Rising stock markets

Chocolate covered cream puffs @
Carrabba's

Spare time to read

Kyle Lueders likes

Reading

Baking

Biking

Walking/running

Sudoku

Friends/family

The fact that my husband strongly
encouraged me to learn bridge

seeReeEYE

Lynnda Paukune likes

4

Playing bridge at The Studio i and the people who
play there i and the directors i and Sue and Terry

T and Sylvia (who always has a big smile)i c an 6
imagine life without it!

Teaching Sunday School to 1* graders at St.
Lukebs Methodist and
Ministry

Her recent move to a high rise i should have done

it earlier, she says

John Paukune, her husband of 54 years, who is
delighted that he doesnb
her and thinks The Studio is great!

The many wonderful friends she has met playing
bridge

bei
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Mentor/Mentee Games

The Concept

The purpose of Mentor/Mentee games is to give our
newer players an opportunity to play with a more
advanced player against other mentee/mentor pairs and
receive some important tips at the end of the game.

To sign up as a novice or a mentor for the morning
game on the 2" Wednesday each month, please e-mail
Kathy Hughes at lhughes39@att.net or call Kathy at
281-437-1339. To sign up as a novice or a mentor for
the evening game on the 4" Thursday of each month,
please contact Diane Jobin at 832-620-2054 (cell), 713-
476-0230 (home), kelly.lakerl@yahoo.com 1 or call
Kay Kennedy at 281-589-1011.

Chaftari and Yee Top the Day Field

Sam Chaftari and Gordon Yee won overall in both A
and B with a 71.73% game. Troy Carr and Hans
Strohmer came in second overall in both A and B.
Barbara Rodes and Erna Baum were first overall in C.

u | — i
Troy Carr and Hans Strohmer were second overall in
both A and B.

Rhoad and Barr Lead the Field at Night

Travis Rhoad and Julian Barr came in first in A with
a 67.52% game. Mike Gremillian and Betty Liebgold
came in first in B. Kay Kenneday and Phil Bellan were
first overall in the C bracket.

ey

8 Is Enough!

The Concept:

8 Is Enough! team games are normally held the
third Friday of every month at 7:00 pm. Potluck dinners
before each game start at 6:30, and players are
encouraged to bring food items.

These rules apply:

A players are those with over 1,000 masterpoints,

and each contributes 3 'team points'.

B players are those with between 400 and 1,000,

masterpoints and each counts as 2 team points.

C players are those with fewer than 400

masterpoints,and each counts as 1 team point.
The total team points cannot exceed eight. For
example, a team of four B players, or two A and two C
players would be allowed, but a team of three A players
and one C player would not.

For partnerships and help with forming teams,
contact Terry Currie at 281-493-3671 or 832-594-8577.
A sign-up sheet is available for preregistration of your
team or individuals wanting to play on a team, or call
the Studio at 713-777-0333. Come on out and join in
the fun!

Winners in May:

A big crowd i 19 tables i enjoyed dinner and
bridge. Topping the field in both A and B were Sandra
and Jeffery Parker and Debbie and Phil Bellan. First
overall in C were Rhonda Bryant, Charo Barnette,
Catherine Brown, and Marcella Thomas.

Ma y o6Tep MP Winners

45.51 Mary Pat Gentry
2. 42.87 Lew Levy
3. 41.45 Fred Feigley
4. 40.97 Joan Pleason
5. 37.43 Marilyn Joyner
6. 35.72 Shawn Quinn
299
24.88 Kyle Lueders
14.66 Kitty Wong
14.03 Kathleen Hurst
13.60 Tim Halligan
13.60 Michele Halligan
11.40 Julialee O&hea

DUAWNET

49rs

10.77 Jim Goodale
9.91 Sophie Chen
8.41 Carole Samuels
7.53 Troy Carr

7.26 Marilyn Slaughter
6.82 Vivian Cyprus

ouhrwWNE
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June Classes at The Studio

Kay Johnson is a Gold Life Master. More importantly, she is a kind, soft-spoken,
wonderful teacher, who can make anyone feel comfortable. Her
interest in people combines with her knowl edge
supervised sessions and classes especially helpful for new players.

. T
Supervised Play with Kay on Thursday mornings at 10:30 -- a fun, low-stress way to learn more about the game.
You dondét -negdster prgou dondt even havenoyyo have a partner

Well known in the Houston area as both a player and teacher, Gary King offers classes for
players at all levels, varying class formats to try to meet the needs of all his students. Students
appreciate Garyobs | i vel y utandootd) whiclgbesomehelgful and hi s
reference materials after a class has ended. He is also known for making sure that students get
multiple examples to help explain each new conce
http://www.houstoncardschool.com/ His email address: gary@houstoncardschool.com.
Contact him for more information about his classes.

Preempts: When and How High to Bid, How to Avoid Common Pitfalls and Get the Most out of Those Long
Suits.

Date: Saturday i June 4, noon till 6 p.m.

Class Fee -- $60

Counting - Learn How to Play the Hand as Though You Could See Through the Backs of the Cards
Date: Saturday i July 16, noon till 6 p.m.
Class Fee -- $60

Gar y dmme@ts on His Saturday Afternoon Seminars: This format has proven popular. Each workshop is one
day of concentrated focus on a single topic. Lecture starts at noon, and we spend until approximately 3 hours covering
a topic in depth in a classroom presentation. Then students play 12 hands that allow them the chance to practice
newfound skills. Following the practice hands we will discuss all 12 hands in detail and point out how the new skills
should have been applied. Best taken with your favorite partner, but | will arrange partnerships for singles.

Eddie Wold and Bob Morris: Keycard with a Kick(back)! on Thursday, June 16™ at 2 p.m.

Get more information on page 13 and plan to spend an afternoon learning from these world
and national champions!

Terry Currie, a Diamond Life Master and an accredited ACBL bridge instructor, has over
6000 masterpoints and has won many Regional Events. Terry is also the bridge instructor for
Leisure Learning Unlimited, Inc.

She has taught the complete ACBL Series called Bidding in the 21st Century,

Terry's supervised play sessions are done barometer style, which makes it easy for students to
see their mistakes -- and thus makes learning easier and more fun.

Play of the Hand: 7 sessions -- Monday and Thursday afternoons from 2:30 to 4:30 i June 2, 6, 9, 13, 20, 23, 27

Beginning Bridge: 7 sessionsi Monday and Wednesday mornings from 10:00 to noon i June 6, 8, 13, 15, 20, 22, 27

|
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An Artist in Our Midst

Congratulations to Jeremy Dilbeck, whose 2-dimensional design piece Birth of Bovina
was chosen for display at the annual student art exhibit at the Glassell School of the Houston
Museum of Fine Arts. Quite an honor!

By the Book
From Why You Lose at Bridge, by S. J. Simon (1946)

Decl arerdés Hasty Play #£3 the First Trick (pp. 21

Your tendency to play quickly to the first trick is but a part of the whole haze of optimism that surrounds your
dummy play. ... Never win a trick till you have made up your mind what card you will play next. . . .

And if you protest that you dislike trancing, let me point out that the recommended process takes no longer than
your present one. If you take the trick, you still have to think of the next play before you make it. If you have thought
of it before taking the trick you can make it at once. It adds up to the same. . ..

The next time you find yourself at the table with the club professional, study his technique. Note how he
compresses his thinking. A trance at the start of the hand as dummy goes down. Another trance after a few rounds to
assess the information gained. A third trance, if the hand is difficult, to decide his squeeze or end play. And the
smooth culmination. The only time you see him trancing after winning a trick is when he has won it unexpectedly; on
the other occasions he has completed his trancing before he wins it and the next trick follows immediately. . . .

In spite of all the years you have misspent playing your obvious cards quickly, merely because they were obvious,
| do not think you will find it too hard to think one trick in advance. Especially if you resist fingering any card till you are
ready to play it. Particularly an obvious card.

And once you have acquired the habit you will never play too quickly to the first trick again.

(I rarely read bridge books [l know -- it shows], but have quite a collection, thanks to a generous friend who gave up

the game. | enjoyed this fun little book i which really spoke to my level of thought and play i and gleaned 6 short

lessons for the newsletter from it. And i | have already loaneditout. | 6 m hoping it wil! keep ma
who would like to read it too. MJ)

Lew Levy and Bob Morris
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More 299er Tournament Results and Pictures

More Friday Morning Winners:

rd

Beverly Tindle and Judith Boyce were 3 overall in B.

Diane Kaminsky and Barbara Frankel: 2™ overall in B.

Raymond Prizler and Kathleen Stuart tied for 6™ overall
in B

Friday Afternoon: On Friday afternoon Linda and Tom
Martinsen had a 67+% game and were first overall in A.
Lorita Tipton and Yvonne Overschie won both the B and
C brackets.

Lynda and Tom Martinsen came in 1™ overall both Friday
and Saturday evening.

” ) L - : 4
Pam Halloran and Theresa Devereaux came in 2
overall in B and C.

nd

Saturday Afternoon: Marc Beardsley and Joe Moseley
came in 1% overall in both A and B. Karen Jones and

Robert Lee were 1% in C overall.
continued on page 12
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Director, Please
Tom J a hAdwce @sut How to Avoid a Common Director Call

Opening Lead Face Down

This summer marks the end of my first year as a club director since retiring from public school teaching.
Something that has surprised me a lot is the number of times | have been called to the table because one defender
has made the opening lead out of turn. This mistake can be very costly to the defense from the very beginning and is
totally preventable.

| distinctly remember the last time | did this as a player at the table. It was about 1997; and the penalties on us
cost us the board. We were having a bad game, and this made it worse. Right then and there, | resolved never to let
this happen again. | decided to always, always make the opening lead face down. | usually go over the auction
mentally again to make sure declarer is on my right. If | am at all unsure, | get the opponents to agree that it is in fact
my lead. Then and only then do | face my card. Many people may not be aware that once an opponent informs a
player it is his lead, there are no penalties on the defenders if it turns out to be wrong and in fact is the other
defender 6s | ead.

I strongly recommend that all players try this simple at
itisyour | ead, but once in a while it isnét, a wrong play ge:
options from a director. Next month, Terry will go over those options that declarer now may impose on you and
potentially cost your side that board, or possibly your team an entire match.

In the meantime, everyone playing at my table, the quickest way to get that opening lead out of my hand is to tell
me it is my lead. See if you catch me leading face up out of turn. | havendt done it since 1997

Tom

®

Tom, a Gold Life Master, is a director and a
frequent player at The Studio.

Troy and Susanne

Wow!
On Tuesday May 10", Troy Carr and
Susanne Noerager had a 73% game at The Our Youth Movement!

Studio. Way to go!

Then on Friday, May 27", Patti Mullendore
and Eddie Wold had a 75% game. Super!!

And on Saturday, May 28", Marsha Bernstein
and Randy Lake had a 73% game. Fantastic!

Look out Bridge World! Here comes Zach!
Meet 8-year-old Zach Garrison, who teamed up
with parents Kristy and David Garrison and
Sally Wheeler and Buddy Hanby to place 2"in
A at the STAC 2-session Swiss game.
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299er Game on the 24 th

The once-a-month Friday morning 299er
game will be on the 24" this month. It will be
at 10: 30 and wil|l be
regular Open game.

Anna Marlatt, Joyce Park, Bobby Maynard, and Shirley
McKee topped the field on the 15"

May 22" 2-Session STAC Bracket Winners:

A: Shawn and Joe Quinn, Carolyne Fox, and Gary King

B: Kathy Hughes, Lucy Terrill, Ed Lilly, and Harry
Selldin

C: Shou Chau, Shih-Ming Yang, Nic Prado, and Carl
Hogan

Carolyne, Shawn, Joe, and Gary won the STAC game.

Shih-Ming, Shou, Nic, and Carl were first in C.

May 29" Bracket Winners:
A: Catherine and Shatrugna Prassad, Shiraz
Jiwani, and Charles Markowitz
B: Lisa and Charles Sommer, Lily and James
Andre

Upcoming Bridge
Adventures Away from
The Studio

&

August 3-8: Bridge on the Santa Fe

Plazai Join Gary King and Chris and Donna
Compton for 5 days of bridge, opera,spa luxury,
and fine dining at the world-class Inn and Spa at
Lorett otheflydher ed s
http://bridgeacademyofnorthdallas.com/files/Brid
ge_on the Santa Fe Plaza Flyer2.pdf
September 30-October 2:
Wold/Cohen/Morris Bridge
Extravaganza 1 World champions Eddie
Wold and Larry Cohen join with national
champion Bob Morris to offer a weekend of
lectures, games, special drawings, and
surprises! Herebds the
http://www.acblunit174.org/Flyers/Bridge Extrav
aganza.html

January 22-29: Caribbean Bridge

Cruise with Eddie Wold and Bob
Morris T Join Eddie and Bob for lectures,
bridge, and | eisurely
http://www.bestbridgeatsea.com/Page 10 Galve
ston Jan 2012.html

flye

Crui s

More
Celebrating!

Bob Dowlen
recently gave new LM
Evelyn James a
souvenir of her success!

Paraphrasing Good Advice

Overheard from Good Mentor Margot:

Another reason for new players to take classes is to
meet new partners. These will be people who have
learned some of the same lessons you have learned,
and they will be ready to put them to good use just as
you will.
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