
The Studio Scene  ð May  2011 -- Page  1 

         The Studio Scene   
Volume 1, Issue 3  May  2011  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L A T E R  I N  T H I S  I S S U E  

2  

Evelyn Jamesôs Life Master Party 

Sueôs Birthday Party 

3 A Teacher Tip from Gary King 

4 Mentor/Mentee Games 

5 

Planning a Party for New Life Master Bette Magee! 

A Look at Supervised Play with Kay 

Shawn Quinnôs Class Begins 

6 The Picture of Success! 

7 

Swiss with a Little Swagger 

Congratulations! 

8 Is Enough! 

8 Gold Life Master Celebrations for Tom and Donna 

9 Whoôs at the Table? 

10  Classes at The Studio 

11  

ñDirector, Pleaseò ï Pass out of Rotation   

Studio Happenings This Month 

The Studioôs Top Masterpoint Winners in April 

May 299er Sectional        

Silver!  Silver!  Silver! 
 

 On the weekend of May 13-15, The Studio will 
host a sectional tournament for all players who have 
fewer than 300 masterpoints.  Click here for a flyer:  
http://www.acblunit174.org/Flyers/HBS_299r.htm.  
There are two Pairs sessions on both Friday and 
Saturday, and there will be a one-session Swiss 
Teams game on Sunday.  

 

On Sunday Afternoon s  

A Smaller Game with Its Own Personality 
  

 The big game on Sundays is the 6:30 Swiss 
Teams; the afternoon game is much smaller and 
quieter.  Come try a fun way to spend an afternoon with 
our Sunday bunch. 
  

 
Sunday regulars include Joyce Settle, Judy Fernald, 

John Monroe, Shou Chao, and Carl Hogan. 
 

 
Jeanne Linzel, Christoph Eick, John Dubose, and 

Catherine Prasad are also usually part of our Sunday 
afternoon group. 

 
 
 
 Unit Sectional: June 10 -12

 Bryan/College Station to Host 
 
 The Studio will be closed during the sectional 
tournament.  Hereôs a link to the tournament flyer: 
http://www.acblunit174.org/Flyers/June_2011.pdf.  
Lots of stratified events and a handicapped KO!   

 
 

http://www.acblunit174.org/Flyers/HBS_299r.htm
http://www.acblunit174.org/Flyers/June_2011.pdf


The Studio Scene  ðMay  2011 ð Page 2 

  Evelynõs Party 

Congratulating a New Life/Bronze Master 
 
 On April 8

th
, a host of friends gathered to celebrate 

Evelyn Jamesôs new status as both a Life Master and a 
Bronze Master. 
 

 
Good partners and good friends:  Bette Magee and 

Evelyn pose with the beautiful cake. 
 

 

Thatôs Ben Ballôs hand holding the wonderful candy ǂ 

he brought to the party. 
 

 
 Evelyn posed with mentor Fred Feigley and good 
buddies Dianne Segerstrom, Patti Mullendore, and 

Maureen Wittels. 

Movinõ on Up! 

 
 

 Gathered for a reunion portrait are these 
members of the Studioôs original 0-20 bunch: seated are 
Marilyn Slaughter and Katherine McClure; standing are 
Laveta Christian, Julialee OôShea, Van Valentine, 
Donna Watkins, Jim OôShea, Carolyn Matthews, Troy 
Carr, Ellen Valentine, and Janice Kruse. 

                 
Sara Hundley, Wilda Montgomery and Ron Dahal are 
also part of this bunch of up-and-comers. 

 

   

 Friends combined bridge with good food and 
birthday wishes for Sue Williams on Monday, the 18

th
. 

 

 
 

Sue got a birthday hug from Wolf Schroeter. 
 

 
 

Marsha Bernstein brought her famous dip.  Yummy! 
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Teacher Tip #3  ð from Gary King  

 ñA Bit of Confidenceò 

 

 Years ago I attended a big tournament in downtown Chicago. I was fresh out of college and had considerably less 
than 50 masterpoints. Not deterred by such things, I signed up at the partnership desk and proceeded to find a partner 
and play. At the break between sessions I was wandering around the host hotel and looking through the various recap 
sheets. I was standing there reviewing the results when two men came up and were standing next to me as they 
continued their ongoing conversation. I could not help but overhear what they were saying to one another (but 
nonetheless I freely admit I was interested é so I did eavesdrop). That chance meeting taught me one of the most 
profound things I have ever learned about this game. 
 The two men were clearly a partnership and one was clearly the more experienced. Without asking you could tell that 
the older one was the mentor and the younger the prodigy. The mentor was congratulating the younger on the afternoon 
performance and they were assessing their chances for an overall ranking if the evening went as smooth as the 
afternoon. The older was confident and the younger perhaps less so. 
 That is when I learned something of great value. The mentor turned and pointed to the entry desk. People were lined 
up buying entries for the evening session. He said, "See all those players lined up, waiting to buy entries? My guess is 
that 80 percent of them do not honestly believe that they can win the event." Then came the kicker, "You know what? 
They are right!ò 
 My first reaction was that he was just arrogant. But I missed his point. It did not occur to me until later. He did not 
mean that 80 percent of the players did not have the capability of winning the event. He meant that onace they had 
decided that it was not possible, then in fact it was not possible. 
 The human brain is a funny thing. It has conscious and subconscious levels. Many of the aspects of the game involve 
the conscious level (looking at partnerôs card, not being lazy, counting, analyzing the bidding, etc.), but the subconscious 
is in there working as well. The subconscious most definitely has an effect. 
 The point of the mystery man in Chicago was, once you make up your mind that you cannot win, you cannot. If you 
truly believe that you can win, you can. Seems incredibly simple, but today I know it to be true. 
  

Gary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bridge/Opera in Santa Fe!  

Join Gary King and the Comptons in August 
 

 Join Gary King and Donna and Chris Compton for a wonderful chance to play bridge and improve your 
game with three top teachers, to see the world famous Santa Fe opera, and to enjoy being spoiled at the Inn 
and Spa at Loretto.  Consider taking your non-player spouse, promising fly fishing or mountain bike riding 
opportunities while you play for masterpoints.  Contact Gary for details, or click here for a complete flyer. 
 

 

 Take one of Garyôs classes, and you will learn why people call him a Master 

Teacher.  His classes are always both interesting and fun.  He is quick to answer all 

questions.  His notes are clear and filled with helpful examples.  Heôs a delightful 

fellow and a valuable resource for the Houston bridge community. 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=8228438&msgid=20345&act=FB25&c=867970&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fbridgeacademyofnorthdallas.com%2Ffiles%2FBridge_on_the_Santa_Fe_Plaza_Flyer2.pdf
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Mentor/Mentee Games  

Chen and Joyner Top the Day Field 

  The Studio was a busy place on Wednesday, April 13
th

, when 63 pairs played in the Mentor game.    
Sophie Chen and Marilyn Joyner won overall in the A bracket with a 67% game.  Kathleen Hurst and Janice Sandberg led 
the B group with a 66% game.  Carmen Nash and Connie Burnett were the top C pair with a 56% game.  Way to go! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marilyn Joyner and Sophie Chen Kathleen Hurst and Janice Sandberg 

Wold/Morris Opportunities  

Bridge Extravaganza in the Fall 
 Join world and national champions Eddie Wold and Larry Cohen and national champion Bob Morris for a weekend 

full of exciting bridge lectures, games, special drawings and surprises! All this happens September 30
th
 through 

October 2
nd
.  Hereôs a link to the flyer: http://www.acblunit174.org/Flyers/Bridge_Extravaganza.html 

 

Join Eddie and Bob for a Cruise in January 

Cruise for 7 nights on the Royal Caribbean Mariner of the Seas from Galveston to Cozumel, Grand Cayman, and 
Montego Bay.  Enjoy bridge lessons and play while you cruise Eddie and Bob.  Games are stratified and masterpoints 
will be awarded.  What fun!  Call 1-800-721-5927 for more information, or check out the website: 
www.bestbridgeatsea.com. 

 

Have Ideas for More Classes at The Studio? 

 Let them know your ideas when you see them, or email Bob: bobat3333@yahoo.com.  
 

Marlin and Leuders Take Top Honors at Night in A, B, and C! 
  A 66.96% game meant first overall for Linda Marlin and Kyle Leuders in a night Mentor/Mentee 
game with 21 tables.  Henry Caspar and Paul DeMarsh came in second overall with a 65.52% game. Lenny 
Roberts and Lilia Descamps came in third with a 62.82% game.  Way to go! 
 

Linda Marlin and Kyle Lueders Paul De Marsh and Henry Caspar Lenny Roberts and Lillia Descamps 

http://www.acblunit174.org/Flyers/Bridge_Extravaganza.html
http://www.bestbridgeatsea.com/
mailto:bobat3333@yahoo.com
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  Shawn Draws a Crowd  

Shawn Quinnôs Class Begins 

  
 On April 7

th
, players of all levels began a 4-week 

class called ñGain the Competitive Advantage!ò with 
world-class player and teacher Shawn Quinn.   
 

 
Shawn using the overhead to make her points clearer. 

 

 
Chuck Duran, Marsha Berstein, Vicki Ornowski, Carole 

Samuels, and Connie Robichaux. 
 

 
Katherine Onstott, Barbara Harberg, and Robin Ladin.  

 

No Pressure - Good Practice  

Supervised Play with Kay 

  
 Thursday mornings find newer players learning and 
polishing their bridge skills with Kay Johnson.  Itôs a 
friendly, low-key way to get used to both bridge and 
duplicate ï and also to meet some new friends and 
potential partners.  Here are Kay and some of her 
students in April. 
 

 
 

 

Hey, 99ers!  Take Note!  

MP Limits Raised for 2 Studio Games 

 
 Masterpoint limits have been raised for two games 
that used to be limited to players who had under 20 
points.  Both the Tuesday evening and the Friday 
morning limits have been raised so that anyone with 
fewer than 100 masterpoints can play. 

More Silver!    

 District Stac: May 16-22nd 

 

 Win silver points at all the regular games in the 
district, including a 2-session Swiss on Sunday. 
 

Betty Magee: Queen for a Day on May 
17th! 

 

 Yippee!  We get to have a party for new Life Master 
Bette Magee on Tuesday, May 17

th
.  Plan to come play 

and celebrate.  A cake is coming.  Bring other snacks to 
share if you would like.  Fun! 
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The Picture of Success!   

Well ï Actually ï Pictures of More of Our Winners in April  

 
  

With a 66% game, Janice Sandberg 
and Nicanor Prado came in 1

st
 in 

both A/B N/S of Section A at Evelynôs 
party ï 1

st
 in B and 2

nd
 in A overall. 

With a 64% game, Mary Pat Gentry 
and Pat Levy came in 1

st
 in A E/W 

of Section B at Evelynôs party. 

With a 62% game, Kay Johnson 
and David Henke came in 1

st
 in A 

N/S of Section B at Evelynôs party. 

Troy Carr and Angelica Bianchi just 
started in March and have already 
come in 2

nd
 twice in the 0-20 game. 

Carolyn Fox and Kyle Leuders 
came in first in A N/S in Section A 
of the day Mentor/Mentee game. 

Judith Smith and Sherrie Massin 
came in first in A and B in Section 
B of the day Mentor/Mentee 
game. 

Bert Onstott and Julian Martin came in 
first in A E/W of Section B of the day 
Mentor/Mentee game. 

Marilyn Joiner and Connie Robichaux 
topped the whole field on the 28th 

Joan Pleason and Bobbie Newman 
came in 1

st
 in A overall on Wednesday, 

April 27
th
.  

New 299er Game Coming on a Friday Each Month  
 

Starting May 27
th
, there will be a once-a-month Friday morning 299er game at 10:30 in addition to the regular open game.   

Patti Mullendore and Ed Groner came 
in second overall on Thursday, April 
28th. 

Ann Marie Ross and Margot Leonard 
came in 1

st
 overall in C at Donnaôs 

party. 

Jack Rawitscher and Eugene Goldgar 
won their sectionôs C bracket at the 
night mentor game. 
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Congratulations!  

  

New Junior Masters: Thomas Bell, Margaret Bradley, 
Jan Morrell, Margaret Owen, Jimmie Lee 
Strickland. 

New Club Masters: Celia Chang, Jo Ann Harp, 
Marianne Lincolm, Sherrie Massin, Laura 
McWilliams, Brenda Metze, Marilyn Slaughter. 

New Sectional Masters: Kay Bruce, Alice Heckeroth, 
Louise Howell, Molly Ann Kaplan, Marion 
McKernan, Julialee OôShea, Doug Spencer, 
Kathleen Stuart, Jody Temple, Carol Winograd. 

New Regional Masters: Thomas Romz, Barbara 
Sharp.  

New NABC Masters: Judy Walker. 
New Life Masters: Bente Davies, Nan Fulweber, Bette 

Magee. 
New Bronze Life Masters: Mark Leighton, Robert 

Stell, William Turner 
New Silver Life Masters: Debbie Bellan, Carmen 

Keys, Steve Reichek. 
2010 Ace of Clubs Winners: Rhonda Bryant, John 

Knox, Nancy Hulett, Jo Ann Pierce, Bill Kiehnhoff, 
Jeffrey Kroll, Janice Sandberg, Stephen Reichek, 
Sandra Parker, Mary Pat Gentry, Jeanne Linzel, 
Pat Levy, and John Zilic. 

2010 Mini-McKinney Winners: Rhonda Bryant, John 
Knox, Thomas Martinsen, Jo Ann Pierce, Bill 
Kiehnhoff,  Patsy Howell,  Janice Sandberg, Hans 
Strohmer, Betty Starzec, Tom Breed, Carolyne 
Fox, Carolyn Peters, and Eddie Wold. 

 

Swiss with a Little Swagger  

Bracket Winners on Sundays in April 
 

April 10
th

   
A: Mildred Breed, Shawn Quinn, Joe Quinn, and Gary 
King. 
B: Mary McManus, James Caldwell, Lesly and William 
Van Dame. 

 
Mildred Breed, Joe Quinn, Shawn Quinn, and Gary King 
 

April 17
th

 
A: Pat and Lew Levy, Gary King, and Anthony Bianchi 
B: Shu Huang, Ira Garrison, Yixin Pan, and Philip 
Duterme 

 
Gary King, Lew Levy, Pat Levy, and Anthony Bianchi 

 

 
Shu Huang, Philip Duterme, Yixin Pan, and Ira Garrison 

 

April 24
th

 

 
 

A: Jonathan Holmes, Janice Henderson, Joan Pleason, 
and Terry Currie (shown above) 
B: Lynn and Armand Shapiro, Elizabeth Ghrist, and 
Jeremy Dilbeck 
C (tie): Phil Bellan, Alick Einav, Arlene and Jack 
Rawitscher ï Carol Wilson, Fredi Weinbaum, Diane 
Jobin, and Walter Freitag 

 
 

 
 

8 Is Enough!   

Dinner and Team Play on April 15th
 

 
 Bette Magee, Evelyn James, Karen Hearn, and 
Peaches Eads topped both the A and B brackets in 
April.  Second in A/B and first in C were David Goldfarb, 
Edwin Zwald, Joe Boutros, and Harry Elliott. 
 There were 15 tables of good folks who came and 
enjoyed the dinner and bridge.  The Studio provided 
lasagna and those who chose to brought the side 
dishes and desserts for everyone to share.  Great fun! 

 

 

We would love to have more of them! 

 The pictures are an important part of this newsletter, 
and we would love to have more of them ï especially of our 
winners.  Give us a chance to catch you and your partner 
with big smiles after a big game.  Thereôs always a bit of a 
flurry as scores are called out ï but try to hang around a bit 
for photo ops.  If the director forgets, demand your picture!  
We canôt use all of them, but we try to use a lot. 
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Tomõs Party 

Studio Director Now a Gold Life Master 
 
 On April 21

st
, the celebration focused on Tom 

Jahnke, who recently became a Gold Life Master. 
 

 
 

While Daksha Adhia and Marcella Thomas wait for the 
game to start, Tom poses with his party cake. 

 

 
 
 

Bobbie Kaufman, Betty Freedman, Marsha Berstein, 
and Bill Baker were among the party people.  (You can 
tell thatôs Bill because of the Diet Dr. Pepper.)  Betty 

and Bill went on to tear up their opponents and top the 
whole field with a 68+% game.) 

 

 
 

Tom celebrated by playing with frequent partner Curtis 
Polk.  Here they are taking on Fred Feigley and Donna 

Sparks. 

Donnaõs Party 

Our Unit Photographerôs Gold Celebration 
 
 A big group turned out also for a party on the 29

th
 

to recognize Donna Sparks as a new Gold life Master. 

 
Donna and Fred Feigley posed for a picture and then 

came in first in A in their section. 
 

 
Bob Morris and Betty Freedman were 2nd in A overall; 
Jane Armstrong and Betty Starzec came in 1

st
 in A 

overall. 
 

 
Kitty Wong and Yin Choo took top honors in B overall. 
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Whoõs 

at the  

Table?  

Paul Cuneo likes 
 Cooking 
 Visiting Texas wineries 
 Drinking red wine 
 Sudoko 
 Volunteering with non-profit groups 
 Italian food 
 Learning more about bridge 

Fred Feigley likes 
 Karen 
 Family 
 Bridge friends 
 Bridge 
 Travel 
 Sports 
 Books on discs 
 Movies 
 Swimming at the Y 
 Coin collecting 

Jim OôShea likes 
 His family (an old addiction) 
 Bridge (a new addiction) 
 Travel and reading (which work better 

together since he got a Kindle) 
 Board games (Mahjong, Backgammon, 

Scrabble) 
 Exercise and square dancing 
 Watching movies and college sports on TV 
 Listening to college lectures downloaded 

from The Teaching Company 

Rhonda Bryant likes 

 Her wonderful husband, Alan 
 Her two boys,  Aaron and Taylor  
 Bridge and her bridge partners 
 Going out to eat 
 Traveling 
 Camels  
 Photography 

 Law & Order and Mad Men 


